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Spiritual Program Coordinator required for De-Tong Ling Retreat Centre 

De-Tong Ling Retreat Centre (DTL) is seeking expressions of interest in the role of Spiritual 

Programme Coordinator (SPC), who will live and work as a volunteer at the Centre. 

This position is a rare opportunity to offer service in a developing Buddhist centre that 

provides ideal retreat conditions, whilst living in a pristine, natural environment.  

De-Tong Ling is located on 1300 acres of wilderness at the western end of Kangaroo Island 

in South Australia and since formally opening in 1994 has been constantly evolving with 

construction and landscaping programs.  All buildings sit harmoniously in their bush 

surroundings and are of earthen construction and solar-powered.   

On the property there are four self-contained individual retreat houses for solitary retreat 

and a small house for the DTL manager and his wife, who are the only residents of the 

Centre.  Currently a Group Retreat Facility (GRF) is being built to accommodate more than 

30 retreaters and should be complete by mid-2022.   

Across the nearby lake is a beautiful Enlightenment Stupa with a Gompa below, a large 

prayer wheel in its own enclosed house, and an imposing Guru Padmasambhava statue in 

the centre of a pond, all set in tranquil bush gardens.  The adjacent property, Yacca Creeks, 

is home to a small Dharma community of four people who support DTL in various ways. 

In addition to taking care of the individual retreaters, the Centre usually offers two guided 

meditation group retreats each year, four days over Easter and ten days in October.  Once 

the GRF is completed, the Centre will expand the number of group retreats offered, and 

there are plans to construct more individual retreat houses. 

Given that the Centre is surrounded by native vegetation and wildlife, located on an island, 

and where the nearest town is over 40 km away, the SPC will need to be comfortable with 

minimal worldly distractions and life in a remote bush setting.  They will be provided with 

free accommodation and food at the Centre, as well as use of a vehicle on the island.   

A minimum duration of 2 years would be preferred for this position, with an initial 

probationary period of 3 months.  These expectations as well as leave time can be 

negotiated. 

Applicants must be able to legally work in Australia. 

  



SPC DUTIES AND COMPETENCIES 

Responsibilities: 

• Supporting all Dharma activities at the centre  

• Planning and coordination of a varied and appealing group retreat programme, of 

both sutra and tantra  

• Ensuring the spiritual programme is in accordance with FPMT policy and guidelines  

• Overseeing the marketing of retreats and other Dharma activities 

Qualities 

• Strong connection to the FPMT organisation, with at least a sincere respect for Lama 

Zopa Rinpoche, its Spiritual Director 

• Commitment to Dharma practice, where conduct reflects positive ethical standards  

• Creative, enthusiastic, and self-motivated attitude 

Experience:  

• Sound knowledge of and respect for the FPMT tradition of study, practice, service, 

and ethical conduct 

• Some familiarity with the FPMT education curriculum  

• Understanding of the general requirements of individual and group retreat 

• Some group and individual retreat experience and ideally, some background in 

tantric practice 

Expertise: 

• Good organisational skills in planning and management: 

▪ attention to detail  

▪ ability to:  

− delegate to others where appropriate 

− adapt to changing or stressful situations 

− resolve problems that may arise 

• Good interpersonal skills – ability to: 

▪ communicate positively and diplomatically 

▪ work harmoniously and effectively with others 

• Computer literacy - familiarity with Microsoft Office software and social media  

• Good oral and written English 

HOW TO APPLY 

Please send the following to Becky Geisler, the De-Tong Ling Director:  

• A brief explanation of why you are interested in this position 

• A detailed resume, both Dharma and professional 

• The names of two referees (with email address and phone number} 

Email address:    director@detongling.org 

Postal address:  PO Box 16, Glenside, SA 5065  

The deadline for responses is 3rd December 2021 

Please feel free to contact us for more information or to discuss any of the above details. 

For further information about DTL, please visit the Centre website: http://detongling.org 
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